
Program 
 

The day runs Monday to Friday from 9 am – 2:30 
pm. Saturday includes a short morning rehearsal 
and an afternoon concert by participants. Each 
day is divided into multiple activities ranging from 
focused skill practice to ensemble rehearsal to 
musical games. There will be two ensembles 
organized by age and ability as well as an advanced 
chamber music workshop for a small number of 
students.  
 

The Acorn Ensemble welcomes beginning players 
and focuses on listening, playing together, reading 
music and basic ensemble skills. Learn new music in 
a fun and encouraging environment! 
 

The Red Oak Ensemble invites intermediate 
level players to focus on developing ensemble 
skills through more challenging repertoire. 
Students will gain a deeper understanding of the 
elements of music and musicianship.  
 

Advanced Chamber Music Workshop is open 
to a select number of advanced students and 
explores major works from the standard repertoire, 
while emphasizing a high level of musicianship 
skills. 
 

For all new students, we ask that you make a placement 
appointment on July 16 or send a recording representing 

your level of playing. Optional for returning students. 
 

Applications due June 1st, 2011. 
(Late applications accepted as space permits.) 

 

Fees 
$235 Tuition fee per session per student due in full 
       by July 1st. $40 Advanced Chamber fee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      For more information contact: 
                  Jen Gelineau 

                   413-559-1026 
                  info@redoakstrings.org 
                 www.redoakstrings.org 

 
 
 

 

Faculty 
 

Jenifer Gelineau teaches violin privately in 
her Holyoke studio and has directed the 
Holyoke Public Schools Violin Program and 
the Holyoke Summer String Workshop. Jen 
also teaches violin at Gerry’s Music Shop in 
South Hadley. Jen has studied violin with 
Isabelle Boggs, Marylou Speaker Churchill, 
Yeon-Su Kim and Elizabeth Chang. 
 

Benjamin Van Vliet graduated from Vassar 
College with a B.A. in Music and holds a M.M. 
in Violin Performance from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst where he studied violin 
with Elizabeth Chang and viola with Kathryn 
Lockwood. Ben teaches Suzuki  and traditional 
violin at the Northampton Community Music 
Center and in his Montague Studio and has been 
a faculty member at Strings@Smith. 

Ben has given recitals and performed with 
ensembles in the United States and Europe, 
including the Lighthouse Chamber Players, the 
Folger Consort, and the Bahn Quartet. 

Ben studied chamber music as part of the 
Graduate String Quartet program at UMass and 
as a recipient of the Lark Chamber Music Award 
has performed in concert with the Lark Quartet. 
In addition to his love of classical music, Ben 
plays fiddle for contra dances from time to time 
in Greenfield, MA. 
 

Carolyn Walker holds a B.M. in Music 
Education with teaching certification in K-12 and 
a M.M. in music theory from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. Carolyn teaches violin 
and beginner viola privately in her Leverett 
studio. She is a teacher at the Holyoke Summer 
String Workshop. Carolyn’s teachers have 
included Diana Peelle, Giovina Sessions, 
Marylou Speaker Churchill, Yeon-Su Kim and 
Elizabeth Chang. 
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A limited amount of need-based 
financial aide is available. Please 
contact Jen or visit our website 
for details. 
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About Red Oaks Strings 
 

Founded in 2007 by musicians and music 
educators Jenifer Gelineau, Benjamin Van Vliet, 
and Carolyn Walker, Red Oak Strings seeks to 
enrich the musical lives of young string players 
through small ensemble playing and building 
fundamental musicianship skills. 
 
Over the course of week-long summer 
programs and in our school year chamber 
music programs, we explore the skills of music-
making including listening and communication, 
pulse, rhythm, and ear training. Mastery of 
these skills enables a person to explore the 
emotions and ideas that make playing music 
exciting and fun. In addition to learning music, 
students learn about the music in order to 
understand its roots and to write program notes 
for their concert. They also create posters to 
invite family and friends. 
 
Another aspect of Red Oak Strings is bringing 
together string players across age groups. At 
the end of each day in our summer programs, 
everybody gathers to rehearse a large group 
piece. In the large group the more experienced 
students learn how to lead and the younger 
students get the chance to see what they can 
achieve if they work hard. 

___________________ 
 

 
Students in the Advanced Chamber  

Music Workshop 


